
Minutes of the meeting 
Jockvale Elementary School Council (JESC) 

 
Date: 28th September 2005 
Time: 7:00 – 9:00 pm 
At: the School Library 
 
Minute-taker: Lovina Srivastava 
 
Attendees:  
Faren Hodgeson Tanya Weiner  Lavonne Venables Julie Bihun-Leipe 
Carol Ball  Natalie Gabora-Roth Lovina Srivastava Renee Darrell 
Eric Weiner Charlotte Simpson Melissa Maclean Scott Beckstead 
Jane Pickett Christina D’Angelo Karen Wright  John Long 
Tanya Angus Alice Hanek 

 
1. Agenda 

1.1 The Chair opened the meeting. 
1.2 An amended agenda was presented to the council.  The agenda was accepted as presented. 
 

2. Minutes of the last meeting 
  2.1 Minutes from the June 2005 meeting were approved as presented. 
 

3. Principal’s Report 
3.1 The school has had a very good start to the year 
3.2 Enrollment numbers were submitted to the board on Sept 19th, and based on those numbers 1  
       Immersion teaching position was lost.   
3.3 The outcome of this loss is as follows: 

         Amanda Sousa will be re-assigned to another school 
      Crystal Bellefeuille becomes a core French teacher. 
      Several splits are being created in immersion – a 1/2 split and a 2/3 split.  
3.4 The Jockvale Staff retreat to Mcskimming in September was excellent. They had a wonderful  
      weekend and it was a successful staff team building activity. 
3.5 Grade 1 students are running and falling too frequently  
      this year.  The staff will be speaking to the children regarding running.  Staff is considering  
      purchasing outdoor toys to encourage quieter and safer play.  
3.6 Jockvale once again has wonderful EQAO scores – please see appendix 1 
3.7 Chiropractor would be visiting the school on Sep 30th for an assembly on a backpack awareness 

initiative. 
3.8 In late August and September, the school experienced 2 break-ins and many incidents of graffiti.  

The areas of the break-ins have been fixed and reinforced to prevent further problems.  And motion 
detectors have been moved to cover these areas.   

3.9 The Terry Fox Run was a wonderful event – raising $5700.  There was great parent involvement. 
3.10 Vice Principal Scott Becksted presented the school’s strict “No hitting” policy – see appendix 2 

 
4. Council Business 

4.1 Chair presented the amended constitution for acceptance by the council executive. 
4.2 Lavonne moved the motion to accept amendments to the constitution and seconded by Renee  
      Darrell. 
4.3 Council vote:  Unanimous acceptance.  New Constitution accepted as at September 28th, 2005. 



4.4 Chair presented the Council’s annual report and noted that the financial information is intentionally 
not part of it since council is a non-profit organization. Making the financial information available 
to the board may have a risk of decreased funding to the schools from the province. The report will 
be available on the council web site. 

4.5 Treasurer’s Report:  Faren presented final financial report for the 2004/2005 school year. Council 
begins the year with a balance of approximately $5000.00 

4.6 Fundraising Report: No fundraisers were run in the last part of the school year – no report. 
4.7 OCASC Report: no report as no one was available to attend the first meeting. 

 
5. 2005/2006 Council Elections 

5.1 After thanking the outgoing council office-bearers, Tanya facilitated the election process. All   
      positions were filled without any opposition. The new office-bearers are as follows: 
 

Chair – Tanya Weiner 
Vice Chair – Renee Darrell 
Secretary – vacant 
Treasurer – Karen Wright 
Fundraising Chairs – Patty Gouthro and Tanya Angus 
Communications Chair – Eric Weiner 
Volunteer Coordinator – Lovina Srivastava 
OCASC Rep – Christina D’Angelo 
Members at Large: Julie Bihun-Leipe, 

       Jane Pickett, 
       Lavonne Venables, 
       Natalie Gabora-Roth 
       Faren Hodgeson 

 
6. Save Jockvale Presentations:  As a thank you for assistance, support and encouragement during the 

campaign to save the school, Tanya personally commissioned an artists rendering of the Jockvale 
Building.  Gifts were presented to Renee Darrell, Christina D’Angelo, Charlotte Simpson, Scott 
Becksted, and Carol Ball. 

 
7. New Business:  

7.1 Renee presented the ‘Musician in Residence’ proposal for the JK/SK/DD classes. The instructor 
would teach for 25 Fridays at a cost of $3000. She would teach 7 classes (4 in morning and 3 in 
afternoon) of 20 minutes each, every Friday. She would be paid once a month.  
Motioned by: Melissa Maclean  Seconded by Christina D’Angelo.  
Voted: no opposed 
Scott also suggested having a presentation during the education week. 
 
7.2 Fundraising Presentations: Patty Gouthro and Tanya Angus presented several fundraising events  
for consideration. 

7.2.1 Mabel’s Labels Campaign ran beginning of Sept., but it was not a huge success. 
7.2.2 This year they would try to focus more towards activity based fundraising as opposed to  

product based fundraising. This idea was supported by all. 
  7.2.3 Presented a ‘Halloween activity day’ Although it was seen as a great idea, there was some  

concern expressed, particularly by the principal, regarding the security aspect and making    
sure that unwanted elements do not find their way into the festival. It was agreed upon  
that a mandatory presence of parents with the children at the time of entrance might  
work. Also, Charlotte was going to ask her staff if the teachers would be available to  
supervise the children during the festival. Also, there was some concern about the type of  
activities included. Renee mentioned we have a contact for a DJ at possibly no charge. It  



was agreed that this is a good idea, which needs thorough and careful planning before  
being implemented.   
ACTION: Proceed with Halloween Dance 

7.2.4 Possibility of having a Wendy’s night where for a couple of hours, the teachers work at  
            the Wendy’s at the cash counter/kitchen etc. serving the students. 

ACTION: Charlotte would discuss this with staff.  Co-Chairs will investigate further. 
7.2.5 Some other ideas presented were having a walkathon or a dance-a-thon. 
7.2.6 Discussion about better informing the parents of where the money raised from 

fundraising is going. Another idea was to provide parents with an option of making direct  
donations to the council, if they want to. This way 100% of the money would go towards  
the council funds. 

7.2.7 ACTION: There will be a flyer prepared including all fundraising information to be sent 
home with in a week or two. Another flyer stating the fundraising schedule for the entire 
school year will be distributed as well so parents know in advance and can decide which 
ones they would like to contribute money for. 

7.2.8 The issue of the lack of volunteers was re-occuring. The need to come up with some  
            creative ideas on how to attract volunteers is urgent, so we don’t have the same group of    
            people volunteering all the time, eventually burning themselves out. 
7.2.9 Tanya Weiner posed the question if the group is still interested in continuing the  

Readathon as a fundraiser this year since it is a lot of work. The general feeling was to 
keep it going because it was seen as very motivating for the kids. Lavonne who would be 
working on this with Jane, mentioned that it will not be any less work if we had to run it 
as a non-fundraising event. It was decided to continue the Readathon as a fundraising 
event. 

7.2.10 Tanya Weiner talked about looking into the ‘Fundscript’ or ‘Shop and Support’  
fundraiser where parents can buy gift cards for a number of stores ahead of time and shop 
against that card. The council ends up getting about 5% of the money back from these 
purchases. 

7.2.11 Tanya Angus presented the Macmillan’s cookie dough fundraiser (return of 30%) and  
PERK coffee fundraiser (return of 50%). 

  
8. Other Business 

8.1 Tanya Weiner presented the yearbook initiative.  Charlotte mentioned that the staff would enjoy a  
low-key yearbook. Tanya mentioned that it might be worthwhile to get an idea from the parents if 
they are interested in a yearbook and how much they would be willing to spend, so we can justify the 
effort and money to be put into the making of the year book. 

8.2 Renee Darrell presented the need to buy a new PA system (roughly 10K) as a fundraising initiative 
that the council should take on. Christina pointed out that this money should actually be coming 
from the board since it is part of school infrastructure maintenance. She is going to raise this at the 
next OCASC meeting. 

8.3 Tanya Weiner presented a proposal from teacher Piotr Brynska regarding a possible school initiative 
to raise money for clean water well in a 3rd World country to provide clean drinking water for 
children.  The could be a children helping children initiative.  The initial estimated cost is $5000 and 
more information would be presented at a following meeting. 

8.4 Renee mentioned that the DD class does not get adequate funds to be able to go for some field trips. 
And suggested that this may be a good consideration for council funding. 

8.5 Charlotte mentioned the new ‘signing’ approach, AIMS program to learn French that is being 
adopted by the French teacher this year. A presentation would be made at the next meeting by staff. 

8.6 Charlotte asked the council to fund the $200 they paid to the cook during the teachers’ team-building 
activity and $500 for the slush fund. 
Motion:  Eric Weiner 2nd:    Vote: Approved    
 



8.7 Charlotte mentioned that the school would be looking for any donations from the parents or others of 
quieter toys – small cars (lots), board games etc. to keep the 1st grade students occupied. 

8.8 Carol mentioned about the need to buy 3 pairs of walkie-talkie sets for the school.  
Motion: Eric Weiner   2nd:    Vote: Approved up to $250 for purchase. 

8.9 The grade 2 and 3 teachers requested funding for the “take it home” books program. It was 
suggested that some of the funds from the Scholastic Book Fair be used for this purpose. 
 

9. Adjournment 
7.1 The meeting adjourned at 9:00 pm. 
 
 
 

Next Meeting:  October 26, 2005   7pm. 
 
 

 
 

 


