
Meeting Location: JES Library
School District: OCDSB

JESC APRIL 2008 Meeting Minutes

Jockvale Elementary School
Council Meeting Minutes
April 23, 2008 @ 7:00 PM

In the Chair
Julie Bihun-Leipe

Meeting Participants
Attendees Did Not Attend

Lana Lotan
Vanessa Laventure 
Tanya Weiner 
Eric Weiner 
Robert Kulas
Faren Hodgson 

Marilyn Burans 
Mark Schenk 
Shauna Charlebois

Lovina Srivastava
Peter Pearson 
Sabeena Abduljameed 
Tracey Beardsley 
Nicole Kocajda 
Tracey Wilson 
 
Carol Ball 

Agenda Approval 
Approval of the April 23, 2008 Agenda was motioned by Lana; seconded by 
Vanessa.  Motion carried.

Minutes Acceptance
Minutes from the March 26, 2008 meeting were reviewed. Acceptance of the 
March 26, 2008 Minutes, as tabled, was motioned by Lana; seconded by Eric. 
Motion carried.

Principal’s Report
Marilyn presented the Principal’s Report (see following).

Principal’s Report 
April 2008 

Snow seems to have totally gone and fields are drying up well. We purchased a number of recess play 
items for each homeroom class, i.e. soccer ball, football, hackey sacks, soil Frisbees, soft balls, skipping 
ropes. Have been distributed and are being enjoyed. 
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Basketball has replaced Borden ball this month. Lots of intramural games and the region tournament is 
taking place here. Girls were today and boys are tomorrow. We have 7 teams joining us here. Scrabble club 
has meeting regularly and Mme Morel is taking 4 participants to the Scrabble tournament at Centennial 
next Wednesday. 

Mrs. King and Mrs. Lotan continue to play, sing, dance and drum in the Library every Monday and 
Thursday with the primary children. 

Grade 4 have had a knex club that has been meeting on Tuesdays. 

Swimming is on going with our younger students involved this term: Leclaire, Seguin, King, Noble, 
Blackwell and Chaplin. 

The Jockvale Idol held two final presentations last Friday. Most successful. 

The Wizard of Oz is coming to Jockvale. Information on this will be forthcoming. 

Next week is Education Week. Our Jockvale Family breakfast is on Tuesday morning. Open House follows 
until morning recess. The kindergarten students will come down to the gym to perform for family. Parents 
are invited to visit their children’s classes. 

Thursday our French teachers are having an inservice professional development day. They will be joined 
by French teachers from Barrhaven, Mary Honeywell. 

I have put together a letter re the Balanced School Day along with some information re nutritious lunches. I 
have made some copies for your perusal this evening. 

We have received our first staffing allocation. The DD class has been closed. An intermediate DD class is 
opening at Cedarview. Most of those graduating grade 5 students will move to Cedarview. We have 
maintained 4 English kindergarten classes and 2 French immersion SK classes. We are down one junior 
teacher on the English side and are up one a teacher on the French side. We maintained our LST and SELC 
allocations but have lost our VP Mark Schenk. 

The school will he participating in a Walkathon for CHEO Friday May 16 in the morning. Route will be the 
same as Terry Fox Walk hut increased. Kinder stay on school ground. Grade Is one circuit, grade 2s twice 
around., grades 3,4,5 three times around. Foundation has been contacted and we have a Sunday June 1 spot 
for cheque presentation. Letter going home next week. Been in touch with Ottos. Everything going through 
them for comfort level and how they wish to participate. i.e. do they wish to say anything or rather lead off 
the Walk with Hannah. Do they wish to come to the Telethon for the cheque presentation? Another staff 
member and chosen students will also go.

Idea of at the end of the walk, have a flower, i.e. petunia and each child plant a flower in the garden. Call it 
Maddy’s Garden.

A reminder that School Council should review Principal profile.

Mentioned idea of a mural on the outside wall. Teachers liked the idea
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Marilyn made the following additional comments:

• Student population is status quo for next year (increased kindergarten 
offset by decreases in other grades).

• Due to Ministry cap of 20 students per class – anticipate split classes 
all the way up to Grade 5 for next school year.  Marilyn to provide 
exact breakdown next meeting.

• Marilyn working on staffing of teachers for next year.
• A list of resources for the resource centre has been compiled.
• A food drive is to be undertaken over the next few weeks.  The 

initiative will be mentioned in the newsletter.  Donations will be made 
to the Food Cupboard.

• Lost and found box is full.  Intention is to donate unclaimed items to 
beacon school (estimated 3-4 garbage bags of stuff).

• Jockvale Elementary was not considered for the Middle French Immersion 
(“MFI”) – the program being offered to Adrianne Clarkson.  While a 
presentation to the Board, in partnership with Cedarview Middle School, 
might result in the decision being reconsidered, Marilyn did note that 
the current alignment of schools in the area made it unlikely that we 
would see the program here.  

Fundraising Report
Vanessa presented the Fundraising Report for April.  The second Movie Night 
grossed over $600 with 126 people coming out.  The next Movie Night will take 
place in the fall rather than in May so that, hopefully, a better selection 
of family movies might be available.

Vanessa also updated the Council on the proposed sound system addition.  To 
date, two quotes had been received ($3,500 from Wall Sound and Light, $2,800 
from Professional Sound and Light).  We were still waiting on a quote from 
Inter-Active Audio Visual. After discussion, it was motioned by Lana that we 
accept the lowest quote and proceed with the purchase subject to having an 
acceptable demonstration of the equipment; seconded by Faren. Motion carried.

Lana briefly indicated we are in the initial stages of a used book sale. 
Further particulars of the sale to follow. Unused books will be donated to 
charity (Rotary Club).

Treasurer’s Report
Lana presented the Treasurer’s Report for April.  The report shows a cash 
balance on hand (as at March 23, 2008) of $19,879. Of this, $8,500 has been 
committed to projects for the balance of the year. Estimated year-end balance 
is therefore $$11,379.

Tanya recommended that the balance be invested into a Money Market fund or 
equivalent.
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OCASC Report
Tanya presented the OCASC report (see following).

OCASC Report –April 23rd, 2008

Chalk it up:  
Elmdale PS requested information from other schools on students being told they need to relocate if they 
wish to receive their special education resources.  2 students from this school were told that their special 
education services would not be provided to them at their home school any longer and that it they “wished” 
to continue receiving them they would need to relocate to be accommodated.   Is this occurring at Jockvale? 
And if yes, why and how many students does it effect?

Motions:
• Motion on the Class Adjustment Timetable was defeated.   Motion would have requested in writing 

that the Board change the current policy and require that all school class re-alignments be completed 
not later than 5 days after the 1st day of classes. (Jockvale voted against this motion)

• Motion on Religious Holidays was carried. – Request that the Board add to the Religious Holiday 
Policy.  Specifically to include a recommendation that events involving parents (Meet the Teacher, 
Parent/ Teacher interviews after report cards etc.) not be scheduled on religious holidays.  ( Jockvale 
abstained from this vote)

• Motion from the floor from Canterbury: Reporting the OCASC Survey – defeated.  Motion suggested 
that OCASC’s budget survey had significant flaws and that the data not be released or only released if 
done under listed restrictions.  (Jockvale voted against this motion)

• Motion from the floor from Glebe: OCASC Delegation re: OCDSB Motion to rescind - Trustees 
voting on matters of Special Education program changes and boundary changes. This Board motion 
was deferred during the April 22nd Board Meeting to June’s Chairs Committee for discussion. 
(Jockvale was not present for this motion – but spoke in favour of the delegation with specific points to 
be raised)

Growing Up Organic Discussion/Presentation
• Canada has one of the highest rates of childhood obesity in the world.
• Schools are the ideal place to encourage and model healthy choices since students eat atleast 1 

sometimes 2 meals at day there.
• All schools should develop a Nutrition standard for foods offered at school
• Transfats have now been banned in Ontario schools effective April 16/08 with the passing of Bill 8

o Bill 8 states: A Board shall ensure that a food or beverage offered for sale on school premises 
does not contain more than the prescribed amount or percentage of trans fat.  This amount is 
zero.   This does not apply to special event days.  So this regulation does not apply to our 
BBQ Events or Wendy’s night but does apply to our lunch program.

• By providing  students with fast food at lunch we are teaching them to make fast food choices.
• There are interesting healthy affordable fundraising food options for schools to replace current 

programs with.
• Start by improving current programs:  
• Whole wheat crust pizza with reduced fat cheese.  Offer plain and veggie instead of pepperoni.
• Switch to the healthiest possible hotdogs and offered whole wheat buns.
• Subway may seem healthy but it is heavily processed with tons of fat and salt, white bread etc.
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Suggestions:  to establish a snack program in combination with a balanced school day.
o partner with locally sourced farmers to provide nutritious seasonal fruits/vegetables as snacks.
o Establish a Healthy school committee to develop a nutrition standard for foods offered at the 

school
o Veggie cups & fruit cups
o There is a Salad Bar program established in a few downtown Ottawa schools with excellent 

results and participation.

Some additional discussion on new government rules re: food in the schools 
and the potential impact on current programs e.g. Pizza Day.  Felt that the 
School would likely make slow changes to the programs in order to comply.

Tanya proposed forming a Nutrition Committee to investigate alternative food 
opportunities.  Tanya to take on initiative. More particulars to follow.

New and Continuing Business  
The following additional business was discussed.

• Julie indicated quote is pending for a new basketball hoop.  Marilyn to 
provide more specific needs by next meeting.  Marilyn to see if tetherball 
allowed.

• Lana noted that the Beat club is planning to used some of the used milk 
cartons they have collected to start plants.  Marilyn?? motioned to give 
the Club $500 for seeds and dirt; seconded by Tanya. Motion carried.

• Marilyn to look into cost for sand for the long-jump pit.
• Tentatively scheduled June 6th, 2008 for a teachers lunch.  Particulars to 

follow in next newsletter.
• There was discussion concerning attendance at the Council meetings and ways 

to improve same including: alternative meeting arrangements, offering 
“goodies”, providing clearer expectations re: time commitments, etc. It was 
decided to undertake a parent survey at the upcoming breakfast.

Adjournment
Motion to adjourn made by Lana: seconded by Robert. Motion carried. Meeting 
was adjourned at 9:00 PM.

Next Meeting
Date: May 28th, 2008 7:00 PM JES Library 
Topic: J.E.S.C. Monthly Meeting 
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