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JESC MAY 2008 Meeting Minutes 
 
 
Jockvale Elementary School 
Council Meeting Minutes 
May 28, 2008 @ 7:00 PM 
 
In the Chair 
 
Julie Bihun-Leipe 
 
Meeting Participants 
 

Attendees Unable to Attend 
Lana Lotan 
Vanessa Laventure 
Tanya Weiner 
Eric Weiner 
Robert Kulas 
Faren Hodgson 
Tracey Beardsley 
Tracey Wilson 
 
Marilyn Burans 
Cindy Noble 
Carol Ball 

Lovina Srivastava  
Peter Pearson  
Nicole Kocajda 
 
 
 
 
 
Mark Schenk 
 

 
 
Agenda Approval  
 
Subject to a proposed amendment by Julie re: addition of a short presentation 
by OutGrow OutPlay, the agenda was approved as presented; seconded by Robert.  
Motion carried. 
 
Minutes Acceptance 
 
Minutes from the April 23, 2008 meeting were reviewed. Acceptance of the April 
23, 2008 Minutes as tabled was motioned by Tanya; seconded by Tracey Wilson.  
Motion carried. 



 

 
 

Meeting Location: JES Library
School District: OCDSB

 

Confidential       Visit: Jockvale Elementary School Council        05/28/08 

 
Principal’s Report 
 
Marilyn presented the Principal’s Report (see following). 

 
Principal’s Report 
May 2008 
A number of activities since our last meeting, April 23. 
 
• Start off with wonderful news: First — Mme Michelle Seguin is in Viet 

Nam and has now completed the adoption a beautiful little girl. I 
believe she is calling her Aimee. We have heard that reality has now 
sunk in and she is up three times a night feeding! 

• Mrs. Penny Giaccone was the recipient of the Golden Apple Award. 
Penny was nominated by the family of one of her students in Grade 3. 
Bill Parker from Majic 100, in conjunction with Alterna Savings, 
presented Penny with her award on Thursday May 22. It was announced 
on Majic 100 Friday morning. 

• Both boys and girls basketball tournaments which were held here the 
last week of April organized by Mrs. Sinclair were very successful. 
We hosted 8 teams and received wonderful compliments for both days. 

• The Cedarview Band performed for the school April 25. Grade 5 
students remained for a while longer to learn a little more about 
specific instruments and the music program at Cedarview. 

• Mme Morel, who has been organizing the Scrabble club this year, took 
6 students to a Scrabble tournament held at Centennial Public School. 
We fared extremely well. Mme Morel is very motivated to whip W.O. 
Mitchell next year! 

• Our French teachers participated in a Literacy workshop at Mary 
Honeywell May 1. 

• The Balanced School Day meeting the evening of May I was attended by 
a few parents. Unfortunately the power was turned off shortly after 
school and although Hydro thought it would only he an hour, they were 
mistaken. So there was no power point presentation, however we 
assembled in the staff room and had a more informal presentation 
about the components of the Balanced School Day. Everyone was most 
supportive and quite liked the concept. 

• Dental Screening took place for all 5K and Grade 2 students. If 
dental work is indicated, parents are contacted. 

• The Schneider’s Fuel for Kids Race Team was here on May 13. Students 
really enjoyed going out to see a real cool stock car and talking 
with race car driver, Dave Connelly. The BBQ lunch provided by Loeb 
was thoroughly enjoyed by all. Staff joined the race team after 
school back at the Strandherd Loeb and cooked hotdogs for the general 
public and our families who came out to support the school. 

• Mme Morels students enjoyed an excursion to MacSkimming Outdoor 
Education Centre. They participated in a number of environmental and 
habitat activities and survived the black flies. 

• Thursday May 15 we held our Kindergarten Information Night. There 
were about 60 parents. We met in the Library. Thank you to Julie who 
brought greetings from School Council, spoke to them about Council 
and encouraged them to participate in all school activities. 
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Following my presentation, the parents went to the Kindergarten rooms 
where Mrs. Lachance, Mrs. Rafuse and Mme Desjardins spoke about their 
respective programs. 

• The CHEO Walkathon was a resounding success. A sincere thank you to 
School Council for the funds you contributed to the event and to the 
creation of Maddy’s Garden. I can not even come close to thanking 
Lana Lotan who is without a doubt not only an amazing organizer, but 
also has talents with design, horticulture and in human resources. 
Her group of parent volunteers just hummed outside for the better 
part of two weeks. The Otto’s have asked me to express their sincere 
gratitude. They were very moved. We are expecting a few more pledges 
to come in, but now we are just over $6000. The CHEO Telethon takes 
place this weekend. The cheque presentation takes place on Sunday 
June 1 at 11:54. 

• The DD class visited the Experimental Farm on Thursday 22nd and at 
the Gloucester Fair today. 

• Track and Field for the grade 3, 4, and 5 students was Friday May 
23rd. It was a perfect day for it — not too cold and not too hot. We 
really appreciated the number of parent volunteers that came out to 
help that day. A number of teachers. Mr. Sokalski, Mr. Long, Mrs. 
Sinclair, Mrs. King are now working with interested students in 
various areas of track in the morning before school and at recess 
times. 

• Rehearsals for The Wizard of Oz have been ongoing this month. Dress 
rehearsal is tomorrow morning after recess and the grand presentation 
takes place tomorrow evening in the gym at 7 pm. Mme Richardson and 
Mr. Wilker have been having a wonderful time working with the 
students. Mrs. Lotan has been living here at the school this month. 
As soon as the garden was finished, she moved onto set design. Mrs. 
Weiner has also been busy with her sewing machine and needle helping 
with costumes. 

• The grade 3 students have started EQAO this very morning. It 
continues each morning for the next 5 days. 

• Earl Havlin, our school photographer, took a rooftop picture of all 
students. Individuals will have a ‘few days to order a copy. 

• That concludes May activities. Quick look into June. 
• Volunteer Social June 3 from 6 to 7:30 pm. 
• Tuesday June 10 is the South area Track and Field Meet at South 

Carleton HS. 
• Wednesday June 11th is the OCDSB retirement function. We do not have 

any retiring teachers this year. 
• Grades 1 and 2 will be heading to John McCrae for a drama 

presentation on June 11. 
• Thursday June 12th School Council BBQ. 
• Friday June 13 our grade 5 students visit Cedarview MS. 
• Play date June 18th (rain date 19th). 
• Friday June 20th in the morning is the Grade 5 leaving ceremony. Mid-

day School Council feeding staff lunch. 
• Monday June 23 in the morning, is the Awards Assembly. 
• Reports go home Tuesday June 24th and 25th is last day for students. 

Teachers have a PA Day the 26th 
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• At this time on behalf of all staff, 1 would like to extend a 
heartfelt thank you to the School Council. We are most appreciative 
not only of your dedication to this Council, but also the care and 
thoughtful approach you take in helping us with volunteer activities 
and the financial support you so generously provide. In recognition 
of this we hope that all of you will he attending the Volunteer 
Social, June 3 right here in the Library. 

 
Fundraising Report 
 
There was no formal Fundraising Report for the month (see also below under 
Other Business). 
 
Treasurer’s Report 
 
Lana presented the Treasurer’s Report. There were no significant updates from 
last month.  See also comments below under Other Business concerning use of 
funds. 
 
OCASC Report 
 
Tanya presented the OCASC report (see following). 
 

OCASC Report for May 08 
The Annual General Meeting was held to elect a new executive for the 
2008/2009 school year. The Executive was elected with representation 
from the following schools: 
 
Executive Officers: 
OCASC Chair – Anne Teutsch — Merivale HS & Sir Winston Churchill PS 
Vice Chair – Carrie Eaton — Adrienne Clarkson ES 
Treasurer – Tanya Weiner — Jockvale ES 
Recording Secretary – Terrena Bennett 
Membership Secretary – Lillian Dinelle — J.H. Putnam PS 
Communications Officer – Lillian Thomsen - Alta Vista PS 
 
Liaison Officers: 
Zone I LO – Rhonda Drakes-Blais - Statesville PS 
Zone 3 LO – Susan Klimchuk — Berrigan PS 
Zone 4 LO – Terrena Bennett 
Zone 5 L0 - Lillian Dinelle — J.H. Putnam 
Zone 10 LO – Kate Preston-Thomas — Lisgar CI 
Zone 12 LO – Francis Leblanc — Henry Munro PS 
 
Several motions were brought forward during the meeting. 
1 Motion from Canterbury HS Council to ask the Board to collaborate with 
OCASC in designing a process that would seek budget input from schools, 
school councils, & parents. Yeas — 21 Nehs — 3 Abs. —2 MOTION CARRIED 
2. Motion for OCASC to convene a Budget Committee to create a team to 
work with the Board on designing a process enhance the budget input 
process. — MOTION CARRIED 
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New and Continuing Business   
 
The following additional business was discussed. 
 
• New Sound System has been purchased and is in.   
• Used Book Sale – scheduled for Wednesday June 18th to coincide with play 

date. Lana is doing a flyer and will need volunteers, books as soon as 
possible. 

• Picnic Table – Tracey Wilson offered to maintain on behalf of the school 
and Council. Also, it was noted that the picnic table will be moved inside 
over the summer in order to alleviate concerns expressed by Councilor Jan 
Harder. 

• Staff Lunch – scheduled for June 20th. Forms and e-mails have been sent. 
Approximately 35 people expected ($15 per person with a Mexican theme). 

• Parent Survey – results have not been fully compiled. Thirty replies 
received. General themes included: Wednesday nights not OK (Thursday 
better); more preferred earlier start times; provision of childcare was 
desirable; periodic presentations would be welcomed. Council to explore 
making appropriate changes for next year. 

• Julie indicated she will not be returning as chair for next year due to 
family opportunities; Lana willing to help transition matters over the 
summer. 

• Tanya motioned; seconded by Vanessa to purchase books for departing 
teachers. Motion carried. 

• Planning for the BBQ is on track. 
• Discussion of the increasing costs of extracurricular activities (i.e. 

field trips). Tracey Wilson motioned; Tanya seconded to set aside $500 for  
a “Slush Fund” the year just ended, and a further $500 for the next school 
year, into a separate “contingency” fund to help cover financial assistance 
for families requesting it for these types of costs. Motion carried. 

• At this time, a brief recess was taken to provide time for a short 
presentation from OutGrow OutPlay. The company is organizing a mega 
consignment sale at the end of September at the Ben Franklin Dome. The 
company outlined their plans and how we could help “spread the word” – 
basically, the company would provide a commission to the Council for each 
person that agrees to consign with the company through the Council’s 
referral. As this type of communication was felt to be low effort, Tracey 
Wilson motioned; Eric seconded to assist the company.  

• With the DD class transferring to Cedarview, Lana motioned and Tanya 
seconded to donate the DD class bikes to Cedarview. Motion carried. 

• The Nutrition Committee has been formed and plans to meet to establish 
guidelines. 

• Much discussion was held concerning possible uses of the funds currently 
held by the Council, including: 
• Re-paving the back yard (as this is not a Board priority). Marilyn to 

look into so Council can assess if we want to proceed. 
• Signage at the front of the school. Marilyn to look into so Council can 

assess if we want to proceed. 
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• Guided reading tables. Lana motioned; Tracey Wilson seconded to proceed 
with the purchase of six guided reading tables for the primary grades 
(estimated cost $300 per table). Motion carried. 

• Smart boards. Decision not to proceed at this time pending improvements 
to the technology/reduction in prices. 

• Eric motioned; Tanya seconded to purchase more balls and outdoor 
equipment for the school. Motion carried. 

• Lana to look into moving excess funds into a Money Market fund or 
equivalent over the summer. 

• Tracey Beardsley provided coffee and treats to close out the evening. 
Thank-you Tracey. 

 
Adjournment 
Motion to adjourn made by Robert: seconded by Julie. Motion carried. Meeting 
was adjourned at 8:32 PM. 
 
Next Meeting 
Date:  September 24, 2008 7:00 PM JES Library 
Topic: JESC Monthly Meeting 


