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JESC SEPTEMBER 2008 Meeting Minutes 
 
 
Jockvale Elementary School 
Council Meeting Minutes 
September 24, 2008 @ 7:00 PM 
 
In the Chair 
 
Julie Bihun-Leipe 
 
Meeting Participants 
 

Attendees Unable to Attend 
Executive Members 
Lovina Srivastava  
Lana Lotan 
Vanessa Laventure 
Tanya Weiner 
Eric Weiner 
Robert Kulas 
 
Parent Members 
Faren Hodgson 
Tracey Wilson 
 
School Administration 
Marilyn Burans 
Rosilyn King 
Carol Ball 
 
Other Guests 
Kathy Gibb 
Kristal Craig 
Megan Poole 
Rebecca Sendybyl 

 

Parent Members 
Peter Pearson  
Sabeena Abduljameed 
Tracey Beardsley 
Nicole Kocajda 
 
 

 
 
Agenda Approval  
 
Approval of the September 2008 Agenda was motioned by Julie; seconded by 
Robert.  Motion carried. 
 
Julie than provided a summary of the Council’s accomplishments from last year 
(copy “Chair's Report” attached as Appendix A). 
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Minutes Acceptance 
 
Minutes from the May 2008 meeting were reviewed. Acceptance of the May 2008 
Minutes as tabled was motioned by Tracey; seconded by Tanya.  Motion carried. 
 
In addition, Tracey motioned and Vanessa seconded a date correction to the 
April minutes – April 23 should read April 24. Motion carried.  CONFIRM 
 
Principal’s Report 
 
Marilyn presented the Principal’s Report a copy of which has been attached as 
Appendix B. 
 
Fundraising Report 
 
Vanessa briefly discussed the upcoming movie night.  There was also some 
discussion re: possibility of changing suppliers to access a wider selection 
of movies.  More information will be brought to the Council as more details 
become available. 
 
Treasurer’s Report 
 
Lana presented the final Treasurer’s Report for 2007/2008 a copy of which has 
been attached as Appendix C. 
 
OCASC Report 
 
There was no OCASC report as this was the inaugural JESC meeting for the 
school year. 
 
New and Continuing Business   
 
The following additional business was conducted/discussed. 
 
• Julie noted that the JESC chose to use $500 of funding from the Parent 

Involvement Fund to commence a parent resource library. Books concerning 
parenting, school interactions, study habits, encouraging reading, 
improving social skills were purchased. The books will be catalogued and 
placed in the school library for parents to sign out at their leisure. 
Council purchased greater than 20 books to start our library. We plan to 
add to this resource with future Parent/Council funds. 

• The possibility of purchasing perennials for the garden was discussed. A 
more formal motion will be brought at a future meeting. 
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• School Council Elections were held. The following parents/guardians were 
elected to the Executive for the upcoming school year: 
• Chair    Eric Weiner 
• Vice-Chair   Vacant 
• Secretary    Lana Lotan 
• Treasurer    Tracey Wilson 
• Fundraising   Vanessa Laventure 
• OCASC Rep    Vacant 
• Communications Officer Tanya Weiner 

 
In addition, the following parents/guardians were elected as Parents-At-
Large: 
• Faren Hodgson 
• Rebecca Sendybyl 
• Lovina Srivastava 

 
• The meeting was then passed to the new chair. Eric outlined the following 

in terms of business and actions for the upcoming year: 
o Thanks to Julie for her contribution as Chair over the past year(s). 
o The current request from the Ottawa Carleton District School Board for 

certain financial data from the Council. While the Council has not 
provided this information in the past (on the basis that we are a 
separate registered charity), the majority decided that this year we 
would comply with the request. 

o The possibility of bringing in the school Superintendent (Walter ???) 
and the local trustee (Alec Getty) to address the Council at a future 
meeting. 

o To hold a fall clean-up of school property at a to-be-determined date. 
The possibility of having a Garden Committee was also discussed. 

o To have a meeting with the Executive before the next formal council 
meeting to discuss possible updates to the constitution and develop a 
procedural document for the Council/council members. An e-mail is to be 
sent to firm up a date, likely the week of September 29. 

o To consider what to do with PIC funds. Also to consider obtaining 
additional funds under the PRO grants. (As the latter has an October 24 
dead-line, the Council was asked to pass ideas to Tanya.) 

o To send a thank-you letter to Jan Harder for her efforts in lobbying for 
and getting a crossing guard for the Malvern-Sherway intersection. Tanya 
to draft letter.  

 
 
Adjournment 
 
Motion to adjourn made by Eric: seconded by Tanya. Motion carried. Meeting was 
adjourned at 8:18 PM. 
 
Next Meeting 
 
Date:  October 22, 2008 6:30 PM JES Library 
Topic: JESC Monthly Meeting 
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Chair's Report         APPENDIX A 
 
2007/2008 School Year Council Summary     June 25, 2008 
 
Chair     Julie Bihun-Leipe 
Vice-Chair     Lovina Srivastava 
Secretary     Robert Kulas 
Treasurer     Lana Lotan 
Fundraising    Vanessa Laventure 
OCASC Rep     Tanya Weiner 
Communications Officer   Eric Weiner 
 
Parent Members at Large: Faren Hodgson, Tracey Beardsley, Peter Pearson, 
Nicole Kocajda, Tracey Wilson 
 
Council was formed by a small but dedicated core group of Jockvale parents. 
 
Fundraising events included: 

• Pizza, hotdog and subway lunches  
• Scholastics book-fair  
• Wendy’s Family Night  
• Jockvale Movie Night  
• 4th Annual Read-A-Thon  
• Used book sale 

 
Raised funds supported: 

• Fall meet the teacher BBQ 
• Annual Teacher’s Fund for classroom supplies 
• New recess equipments (balls, sand toys) 
• Listening centres (grade JK-3) 
• Kindergarten circle-time carpets 
• Guided reading tables 
• Sound system 
• Productions on “Jockvale Idol” and “Wizard of 0z’ 
• Creation of a Parent Resource Library 
• Creation of “Maddy’s Garden” 
• Cultural presentations and plays 
• Teacher’s appreciation luncheon 
• Funding for the ‘slush fund’ 

 
Thanks to all involved for a successful year. 
 
Julie Bihun-Leipe, Chair JESC 
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Principal’s Report        APPENDIX B 
Wednesday, September 24. 2008 
 
This school year we have 18 homerooms with a total enrolment of 349. Staff 
total including administration is 34. New staff members were named in the 
September newsletter. 
 
This year we have 3 school buses in the morning and at the end of the school 
day, 1 bus at lunch time for kindergartens going home, and 2 to bring the 
afternoon children here. 
 
We have had three Fire Drill practices, which we are required to do in the 
fall term. We have had a run through Lockdown procedure and later this week 
will have our first official Lockdown drill. A lockdown is for serious, 
imminent dangerous situations. Students, staff stay where they are 
immediately, lock their classroom doors, go to a safe spot and stay quiet 
until cleared by someone official. 
 
We have another procedure which we say over the PA, ‘Please secure your 
classrooms”. This procedure asks the staff and students to stay in their 
classrooms, close the door and continue to work on their activities. This is 
used when we might have a medical situation, student with a bleeding nose and 
there is blood on the floor, an injured student coming from the gym, one of 
our students deciding not to come in or out from recess. 
 
These practices are taken very seriously by the Board and staff and our School 
Resource Officers come out to observe our various drills and make suggestions 
for improvement. 
 
Our French Immersion primary teachers are participating in a PD activity on 
September 29. The focus is Balanced Literacy. They will be joined by a couple 
of primary EF1 teachers from Barrhaven also. 
 
On behalf of the staff, a sincere thank you for all the activities the School 
Council undertakes. We appreciate your involvement, your interest and of 
course the fund raising which permits us to buy such things as curriculum 
resources, equipment (i.e. overheads, DVDs, guided reading tables), gym and 
sports equipment (team jerseys, outdoor tent for protection against the 
natural elements, our wonderful new sound system that was put into practice 
last week at our first assembly and all the other extras (popsicles, hot 
chocolate etc) that enhance our students learning environment. 
 
We also thank those parents who have taken the time and effort to keep Maddy’s 
Garden free from overgrowth and weeds. This fall we would like to plant 
tulip/daffodil bulbs so that when spring comes we have a colourful entrance to 
our school. I will shortly be asking each student to bring in a bulb and we 
will have a planting time schedule. 
 
The Terry Fox walk takes place this coming Friday in the morning. Please join 
us as the grades 1 and 2 walk within our school yard, and the grade 3, 4, and 
5 students walk through the neighbourhood along a designated path. We are 
still in need of a few more volunteers. 
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P.D. Day on site for teachers is next Friday, October 3. Teachers will 
participate here for activities. The focus will be on assessment, evaluation 
and reporting. Children stay home. 
 
Monday October 6 is student photo day. Family photos will occur at the end of 
the day starting at 3:30 — 6:30. (bring your pets if you wish) 
 
Wednesday, October 8 is the School Council BBQ and Meet the Teacher evening. 
The BBQ begins at 4:30. Food can he found outside the gym area and seating for 
families will be set up in the gym itself. Staff will he on hand in the gym 
early on and then will he in their respective classrooms. We finish about 
6:30. Look forward to seeing you all at this wonderful kick-off to the school 
year. 
 
Grade 2 and 3 are enjoying their soccer games during our recess times. 
 
Swimming lessons begin mid-October. Classes are being divided up throughout 
the school year. 
 
Cross country practices have been underway this past week with the Regional 
Meet taking place Wednesday October 15 at the Baxter Centre in Kars. 
Volunteers greatly appreciated. 
 
The Education Quality and Accountability Office, affectionately known as EQAO 
has put out the school and board results from last spring’s test of grade 3 
and 6 students. EAO data is used by the Board, but the school and the staff to 
he used to foster constructive conversations about teaching practices, 
improving student achievement and to assist in the planning of educational 
strategies. 
 
This is of course a large scale testing and is just one of the many tools that 
support student learning. These results are a snapshot of achievement and are 
considered alongside other school based information. Teachers conduct regular 
assessments in the classroom throughout the year and remain the fundamental 
method of assessing and supporting our students. 
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